THE MAURITIUS EPIDEMIC OF 1867.
By E. SIDNEY STONE, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., RESIDENT ASSISTANT-SURGEON, CIVIL HOSPITAL, MAURITIUS. [Read December 2nd, 1867.] The late scourge, which has carried off about one in every nine persons in the colony of Mauritius, was, in my opinion, a severe epidemic outbreak of a disease previously endemic to the island?malarious fever. As might be expected, the malady was considerably modified by the epidemic influence at work, and hence varieties of disease due to malarial poisoning were in some instances thought to be complaints before unknown in the place. The indigent condition of a great portion of the population also had its share in producing a disease almost unrecognisable as the typical fever. The epidemic tendency which has lately shown itself by outbreaks of cholera and chicken-pox, on this occasion took on the malarious form. This influence may be supposed to have been at work soon after the commencement of last hot season?namely, during the months of November and December. It will be seen from the following table that the weather was unusually dry about this time, so much so that only 2*539 inches of rain fell during the months of October, November, December, and January, against 20*166 in the same months last year. This refers to the town of Port Louis, but there was a similar difference noticed throughout the island. The weather was extremely hot during the latter part of this period and for some months afterwards, the temperature being constantly, above the normal standard.
It was remarked that a great many cases of tetanus occurred^, during the latter months of 1866. It is well known, too, that there were several cases of cholera during December, the germs of which disease had probably been left from a previous visitation; one at least of these cases proved fatal, and I believe there was another also. There was evidence of the presence of malaria from the existence of a case of intermittent and remittent fever. It was notorious, too, how prevalent neuralgia was about this time. 
